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Parents and grandparents, please bring the kids 

and grandkids to the event, plus a basket for 

collecting candy. The candy is hidden in plastic 

eggs on the grounds of the school  Children are 

divided into three teams based on age (0-3, 4-

6 and 7-9) to give all children an equal chance 

to find candy.  
 

The Easter Bunny will appear and pose for 

photos with the kids, chat with them and 

maybe helps pass out candy or treats too. 

Refreshments are served to all. Kids can play 

after the event while the adults meet new 

neighbors and chat with old friends.  
 

We ask that the plastic eggs in which the 

wrapped candies are placed be left behind so 

that we may recycle them for next year’s event. 

Thank you to Jennifer Moore for organizing the 

event. 

 

 

18th Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday, Mar 28th 
2:00 pm 

Hale Cook School 
 
 

Neighborhood Night Out 
Friday, March 19th 
7:00 pm - whenever 

Kennedy’s Bar and Grill 
501 W 75th Street 

 

Come join some of your neighbors with or without the kids and have a drink 

or glass of wine, beer or soda on us plus some terrific food and appetizers.  

We pay for the first round of drinks and Kennedy’s is donating the food for 

this event. Thank you to the Dreilings! 

 

It’s a great opportunity to meet most of the board members and many of your neighbors. You might 

find a golf partner, workout buddy or playmates for the kids.  

 

You’ll have a chance to give us your input on things or get answers to your questions. Hear more about 

ways you can get involved in the neighborhood or WPHA if you’d like too.  

 

Please join us; it’s a fun, informal evening and everyone has a great time! Parking is tight in this area so 
consider walking if it‟s not too cold and the sidewalks are clear enough. 
 
Thank you to Kennedy’s who hosted an event recently and raised $6000 for a reward fund for tips leading to 
the arrest and conviction of the Waldo rapist.  The fund is now over $12,000. 

Thursday April 15th is our next curbside leaf and brush pickup from the city. See their website for more info. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
By Paul Bartel 

 
We all appreciate when our neighbors help us with the little things.  Picking up our mail and newspapers when 
we‟re out of town, helping us move a couch or appliance, and giving us an egg or cup of sugar so we don‟t have to 
run to the store (again!) are all ways our neighbors help us in little ways on a regular basis. 

 There are a lot of times, however, that we don‟t really want to ask for help from our neighbors when we need 
it.  Be it a little or a big job, sometimes we don‟t want to be a hassle or we‟re embarrassed to ask for help.  Or 
maybe we just want to be able to do it ourselves, even when we can‟t. 

 In particular, there are people in our neighborhood, due to age, sickness, financial constraints, or physical 
limitations (or, like me, a simple lack of skill and knowledge!)who could use help with some of these tasks. 

 Likewise, there are many of us who have something to offer our neighbors who need help in these 
situations.  Special skills. Certain tools.  Mad snow shoveling or leaf-raking skills.  Expertise at different types of 
home repair.  Free time during the day to give rides to appointments.  Or just plain muscles.   

 Our hope is that as a neighborhood we would be willing to offer ourselves to help our neighbors, and that 
when we need help we would be willing to ask for it.  Because of this, we will be re-instating the „neighbors helping 
neighbors‟ program. 

 So……we need your help, and we want to help you.  If you are in need of some help, please contact us to 
see if we have someone with the skills, tools, etc. to help you.  And, if you have a special skill, tool, etc. that you are 
willing to offer (anything you have to offer would be great!), contact us and get on the list of „helpers‟. 

 Paul and Amanda Bartel (7145 Summit) will serve as the „clearinghouse‟ for neighbors helping neighbors, 
and will try to match people when they need help.  So please let us know if you have help to offer so we can start 
making a list of helpers.  And if you need help, don‟t hesitate to let us know, and Paul and Amanda will try to find 
someone to help you.   

 You may email anytime, or call anytime before 9:00 p.m.  Or, if you have any questions, let Paul and 
Amanda know. Email: paul.m.bartel@gmail.com Phone: 361-6069  

Block Party Season Coming Soon 
 

With 40 degree weather this weekend, it seems like spring may finally be just around 
the corner, which means  block parties won‟t be far behind. Many families get together 
with all the other families on the block to get to know one another better, meet new 
neighbors and share ideas and information to help things run smoothly and keep a 
close eye on each other‟s homes and property. It‟s a great way to start a 
Neighborhood Watch group. 
 

To encourage these, WPHA rebates part of your dues to help sponsor them. Each 
block of 12 or more homes gets $50 to spend on food, drinks, decorations etc. Blocks 
with fewer than 12 homes can join with another adjacent block. More money can be 

earned (up to $100) if your block has a high percentage of folks who‟ve paid dues for the year. 
 

The block parties are also a great place to brainstorm how to win the “Best Block” designation as part of the 
Holiday Lighting/Decorating contest where you can win additional money for a block party. These were the winners 
from 2009 who tied and therefore split the $100 prize: Both blocks are eligible for up to $50 (each) to use for a 
block party. Winners were: The 1200 Block of 72nd Terrace and the 1000 Block of 71st Terrace 
 

Receipts for all block parties plus 3 party photos must be submitted by Sept. 30th, 2010.  Submit receipts to PO 
Box 140083 KCMO 64114 or by email to president@wphakc.org. Call Alison Baker 822.2006 or Michelle Cour 
444.2159 if you have further questions about the winners from last year or other block party questions. 
 

Note: the following families won honorable mention in the Holiday Lighting contest.  
Some families were ineligible to win as dues were not paid. In no particular order they were:  
 
7245 Jefferson   7219 Jarboe   7237 Ward Parkway  7327 Belleview  7215 Jefferson  7116 Jefferson   7335 Ward 

parkway  7111 Summit   1247 Gregory   7219 Jarboe  1017 W 71 Terr 1040 W 71 Terr  814 W 74 St  503 W 74 
St  7237 Ward Parkway 7327 Belleview 
 

mailto:president@wphakc.org


Free Self-Defense Class 
Are you concerned about safety? Do something about it! 

This program can save your life! 

“Counter Attactics” 
Taught by Bob “Thunder” Thurman, karate world champion 

  

Itôs not just another self-defense program  

A program designed for people of all ages 
 

 Join Ward Parkway Presbyterian Church & Ward 
Parkway Homes Association for a FREE self defense 
program. This seminar usually costs $35 per person. 
WPHA and WPPC are sharing the cost of this seminar 
and the places available. 
 
For: 
Female residents living in WPHA whose family is 
current on dues. We have only 45 places available. If 
there are spaces left, they will be made available to non
-payers.  
 
Reservations: 
816-444-2159 / president@wphakc.org for paid WPHA 
members. Non-paid members may pay dues to reserve 
a space or put your name on the waiting list. 
 
Date:       Saturday, March 20

th
 

Time:        9 am to Noon 
Location:  Ward Parkway Presbyterian Church 
                  7406 Ward Parkway Kansas City, MO 64114     

Mental Awareness 
 

Six Rules of Awareness 

Four Elements of an Assault 

The Psychology of Violence 

Cooperative and Uncooperative Strategies 

Four Rules of Survival 

Fifteen Basic Rules of Self Protection 

Physical Exercises – Hands-On 
Training 

 

Learn the Vulnerable Targets 

Perform Punching, Kneeing and Footwork 

Practice Escapes from Front and Rear Attacks 

Understand Ground Fighting Techniques 

Know About Available Weapons 

Simulated Attacks 

 Each participant is asked to bring a canned food donation for Harvesters please 



 

Final Snow Reminder 
 

Though we hope snow is done for 2010, in case you 
didn‟t know, it‟s the law that each of us is responsible 
to clear off ice and snow from the public sidewalks 
adjacent to our property. Here‟s the ordinance below. 
 
Sec 64-246 Removal of ice/snow. 
 
It shall be the duty of all persons owning or occupying 
any real property, fronting upon any street, boulevard 
or highway, to remove from the sidewalks in front or 
alongside of such property all ice and snow within a 
reasonable time after cessation of a storm depositing 
such ice or snow.  
 
If you are unable to do this for your property and need 
help with the shoveling, call neighbor Paul Bartel at 
361.6069 for an assist. He will help or send someone 
else who‟s volunteered to assist you. 

Here’s How To… 
 

We‟ve mentioned before to add wmurphy@kcnet.com 
and president@wphakc.org to your safe senders list 
so our newsletters don‟t go to your junk folder or your 
internet provider doesn‟t trash them before they ever 
get to you. A couple people asked us how to do that. 
 

Depending on the version of mail or operating software 
you have, the steps are these or something similar. 
 

For Outlook, on the status bar, click “Tools”, “Options”,   
“Junk Email”,, then “safe Senders” , then “add”. Fill in 
the address then add it following the prompts given. 
 

For Windows click “tools”, “internet options”, “security”, 
then “trusted sites” then  add it there and click “ok” 
following the prompts given. 
 
Future issues will be sent from president@wphakc.org 
so be sure to add that one to your address book. 

Membership Reminders 
 

Please take a minute to mail in your dues payment for 2009/2010 if you haven‟t already done so. Thank you. 
Mail to WPHA  PO Box 140083  KCMO 64114. Make check payable to Ward Parkway Homes Assn or WPHA. 
 
We depend on support from all our homeowners to create opportunities for neighbors to interact and become 
friends as well as neighbors, and to fund programs to keep our properties and common areas looking their 
best.  There are a few programs to recognize special achievement, or opportunities to make it easier to help 
maintain our properties that are provided for those who are current on their dues.  
 
You must be current on your dues to win Home of the Month, the Holiday Lighting Contest, participate in 
Dumpster Day, serve on the Board of Directors and more. All other events and programs are open to all 
residents living in WPHA. 
 

Garden Tour Recruiting for Homes to Showcase 
 
The 2010 WPHA Garden Tour will be held Saturday, June 19th from 1pm-
4pm.  We are currently recruiting homes to showcase their yards on the tour.  If 
you have taken a creative approach to solving a lawn problem we want you!  
Common lawn problems might include too much shade, too much sun, soil run-
off, small spaces or privacy and noise issues.  If you have figured out how to 
address these conditions and improve the curb appeal of your home in the 

process, your neighbors need your ideas! 
 
Participating homes will receive a $25 gift certificate from Soil Service Garden Center, $25 in spending money 
for refreshments and the help of a volunteer the day of the event.  In the past, many of our participating 
homes have taken the opportunity to host friends and family as part of the festivities.  
 
Participating homes will be chosen on a first come first serve basis.  If you would like to volunteer your home 
please contact Brenda Kumm at 816-523-6543 or dkumm@kc.rr.com as soon as possible. 

mailto:wmurphy@kcnet.com
mailto:dkumm@kc.rr.com


 You Had Questions. We have answers. 
 

We received comments and questions from homeowners who wanted clarification or 
more information about the security service before deciding whether or not to commit 
to it.  We have this information to share.  
 

1. Who will be patrolling? Off duty police from KCMO, usually in marked cars. 
 
2. Why the switch from a private security company? We were able to work out a 

program partnering with two smaller homes associations just north of us and 
sharing the cost, enabling us to have more hours of patrol time per week than with a private security firm. They 
are able to arrest not only on private property, but on public streets where your car is being broken into or cars 
speeding,  They also have use of the K-9 unit, helicopter and any other resources police have. 

 
3. How many patrols a week will we get? To start, they will patrol 7 days a week at least one four hour shift per 

day. If more money is pledged, we can add more patrols. 
 
4. Am I making an ongoing commitment? No, just for one year. At the end of the year, we will reevaluate the 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛǘΦ 

 
5. How much is the security service? $50.00 per year per household. Some of you pledged to contribute more to 
ƘŜƭǇ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ŦƛȄŜŘ 
incomes, so though they are willing to support the security service, are unable to pay the full cost of their 
share.  

 
6. Can I pay for extra security without paying membership dues too? Yes, you can. You can also pay for WPHA 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Řƻ ōƻǘƘΦ 

 
7. Can you guarantee anything how effective it might be? No, there are no guarantees. Other neighborhoods 

nearby report their crime rate went way down when they started the service. We have businesses and bars 
near us that make a difference in our crime rate, but we expect our crime rate to go down proportionately. 

 
²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀŎƪǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻŦŦ Řǳǘȅ ǘŜŀƳ ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ .ǊƻƻƪǎƛŘŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƻƴ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ 
ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊǎΣ ƻǊ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴ-duty officer dispatch sends out. 
 
The officers will stop and talk to us about open curtains showing a big screen TV to steal, no front porch lights, or 

ƻǇŜƴ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ŘƻƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƨƻō ƻƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΦ LŦ ǿŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Dt{ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜΦ 

¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǳǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŘŀǘŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƴŜΣ ǿƘƻ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƻƎ ǿŀƭƪŜǊ ƻǊ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ bh¢ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ 

newspapers or mail ς you need to ask a neighbor to do that or stop the service temporarily. 

These officers catch criminals in action but a lot of their impact is deterrence. Some criminals see marked vehicles 
and choose to move to an area where they have less chance of getting caught.  Did you ever wonder, like I do,  if 
one reason we have so much crime is because more affluent neighborhoods north of us have private security and 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛǘΚ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ϸрл ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ 
If you are, send an email to president@wphakc.org or leave a message at 816.444.2159. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
pay for this in the last 30 days, you do not need to do it again. You can send questions and comments too. 



 

  

Youth Friends - Volunteering at Hartman 
By Paul Bartel 

 
Most of us are well aware of the latest proposed changes in the KC, MO 
school district.  Certainly our views about what the district should do varies.  
But we can certainly agree that we want the public schools in the city we 
live to improve.  Better schools are good for everyone in our city.   
 
We are well aware of the opportunities to get involved by attending 
meetings with the superintendent and school board and of policy and 
decision-making levels (which are very important!).   
 
 Another way we can work in grassroots ways to help improve our public schools is to volunteer.  
Hartman Elementary on 81st and Oak is one of our neighborhood schools in great need of volunteers.  
With a high student-to-teacher ratio, teachers are always in need of helpers to work with students who are 
struggling with different subjects.  This helps the students being tutored to catch up, and often times helps 
the teacher to better teach while a volunteer is working with students who cause distractions in the 
classroom. 
 
 Volunteers with youth friends help in a variety of ways, from eating lunch with students to tutoring 
one-on-one or in groups to helping a teacher in the classroom to teaching a lesson to a class. 
 
 This is also a great way for us to practice ‟everyday justice‟ by serving a school with a high level of 
students living under the poverty line and a low level of involvement from parents and the local 
community.  Currently, there are 7 youth friends volunteering at Hartman Elementary.  
 
 For more information about volunteering at Hartman Elementary School, contact our local Youth 
Friends coordinator, Pam Glickman, at (816) 418-5347, or go to www.youthfriends.org. 
 
 

More Crime Fighting Tips 
 

Here are some more ideas from the KCPD regarding protecting your home from burglars. 
 
1. In 50% of burglaries, the burglar enters by the front door, 30% from a side or back door and the rest 

through windows. This is for convenience sake usually because they‟re already there ringing the 
doorbell to see if you are home. So it‟s very important to: 

 
 *   Always answer the door (without opening it) saying something like “whatever you‟re selling,  
      we‟re not interested” 
 *    Keep a light on at night to give no darkness in which the burglar can hide 
 *    If you have latchkey kids and you don‟t want them opening the door or answering because  
       you‟re worried their young voice will give it away that they‟re home alone, record a message on 
       a cheap tape recorder of an adult voice telling the person to leave and teach them how to play 
       it back when needed 
 
2. The burglaries through windows are because they are often left unlocked or easy to break the lock. 
Make sure your windows are closed and locked. Pin the windows if double hung, and add a bar or thick 
dowel in the track of sliding doors. Reglaze your windows so it‟s not easy to pry out the glass with glazing 
that crumbles easily or breaks away. 
 
3. Lights that burn steadily from dusk to dawn do a better job of deterring burglars than motion activated 
lights.  


