
 

Announcement 
 
WPHA would like to thank Vice-President Dan Kumm for his many years of service as an 
officer, committee chair and board member of our Board of Directors. He is resigning from the 
board but will remain an active and interested member of our neighborhood association.  
 
Danôs resignation leaves us with an opening to fill. If you are interested joining our board of 
directors and can attend a monthly meeting on the first Wednesday of each month and can 
help with at least one event or activity of WPHA, please email wmurphy@kcnet.com to express 
your interest or request further information. 
 
 
Newsletter 
 
The Newsletter for the month of May is attached in PDF format. 
 
Plant Sale 
 
Center High School students have set up a greenhouse for all types of plants including 
tomatoes, peppers, marigolds, and black-eyed Susanôs.  The sale is tomorrow, Saturday, May 
9 from 9 am - 2 pm at Center High School, 8715 Holmes.  Come out and support the students 
and get your summer plants! 
 
Burglar Alarm Fee Increase 
 
The Board of Police Commissioners approved a fee increase for alarm renewals in their 
meeting on Tuesday April 28, 2009.  Alarm renewal fees have gone from $35 per alarm to $40 
per alarm beginning May 1, 2009.  The increase will apply to both residential and business 
alarm users.  The amount an alarm permit holder pays for a renewal fee at the end of their 
permit is based upon the number of false alarm calls that were made to their address.  
Residential users are still allowed two free alarms during their permit year; and will only be 
billed for up to three false alarms per permit year for a maximum of $120.  The fee for new 
alarm permits has not changed, it is still a $45 one-time fee. 
 
 
Thank  you 
Michelle Cour 
President 
Ward Parkway Homes Assn 
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The WPHA spring garden tour will be held as 
usual at the homes of four families who agree 
to open their gardens for all of us to view.  
 
Itôs always a wonderful opportunity to see 
plants you may never have grown, and to hear 
all about what theyôve found easy to grow and 
what they would suggest not trying. For those 
whoôve always lived in apartments, it can be a 
great way to get started on your own garden. 
 
We need more families to show their garden. If 
you would like to offer your home to be on the 
tour, contact Brenda Kumm at 816-523-6543 
or at dkumm@kc.rr.com. 
 

Hosts will receive money to purchase cold 
drinks and snacks to serve, plus a gift 
certificate to Soil Service Garden Centers as 
our ñthank youò for participating in the 2009 
Spring Garden Tour. Weôre planning a helper 
at each house to assist during the tour. 
 

 

WPHA Neighborhood  
Garage Sale  

 

 

Friday  

May 15th   

 

Saturday  

May 16th 

 
 

You choose the days and hours to 
participate. You can hold it both days or just 
one; a few hours or all day. 
 

Traffic is normally heavy around Waldo that 
day so itôs a great time for one. Good luck! 

Springôs the perfect time to clean out those 
garages, attics and basements and get rid of 
all the clutter that seems to magically 
accumulate. Generate some cash to take a 
family vacation this summer or start on that 
project there never seems to be enough 
money to tackle. 
 
Weôll help you publicize your garage sale 
and what you have to sell if you email us in 
50 words or less what youôd like to say by 
Wed May 13th to wmurphy@kcnet.com. 
Weôll send the ads out to everyone on the 
email list the following day. 
 
As is our normal practice, weôll have signs 
up at major intersections and have a large 
ad with other Waldo homes associations to 
draw more traffic to our area that day.  

WPHA 
Spring  
Garden  

Tour  
 

Sunday  
 

June 14th  
 

2 - 5 pm 

This event is always a 
perfect opportunity for  
young entrepreneurs in 
our neighborhood to set 
up a stand in front of one 
of the houses on the tour 
and earn some extra 
money by selling  sweets 
like brownies or cookies, 
and lemonade or iced tea. 



 Changes in Kansas Cityôs Recycling Program 
 
KC Recycles  is Kansas City's curbside recycling and  
household waste disposal program. By recycling, residents 
can recover reusable materials from the waste stream and  
reduce waste disposal costs. 
 
Recycling is voluntary and residents can set their recyclables out 
every week or on an as-needed basis any Thursday. 
 
The blue bin signals the recycling truck to stop. (Eligible 
households are single family residences and apartments of six or fewer units.) 
 
Prior to recycling, please remove food and rinse containers.  Recycle these items only. The list 
includes some new items you can now recycle, marked with an asterisk and in bold below.  
 
¶    Aluminum cans and other metal cans 
¶    Plastic bottles with a neck #1 and #2 (look for the number inside the chasing arrow symbol),    
such as water and soda bottles, milk jugs and detergent bottles. Please remove lids and rings. 
¶    Plastic containers #3 thru #7 (look for the number inside the chasing arrow symbol), such as 
yogurt and margarine/butter tub containers. 
¶    Office paper, junk mail, newspapers (without plastic rain bag), phone books, catalogues and 
magazines. 
¶    Cardboard (thick corrugated and thin cereal box-type) 
 
¶     *  Paperback/Hardback books  
¶     *  Clean Pizza delivery boxes (without food on them)  
¶     *  Cardboard egg cartons (Styrofoam egg cartons not accepted)  
¶     *  Shredded paper in a paper bag that is labeled as shredded paper  
 
How to participate: Participation requires the use of a recycling bin. This is required, because it 
signals the truck to stop. If you would like an extra bin, or need a replacement bin, please visit your 
local participating Westlake Ace Hardware or Price Chopper store. Bins are $9 each. 
 
Recycle:  Take your recyclables to the curb every week on the same day as your trash pick up.  
Every can, every day: Always remember to recycle your high value materials, like aluminum cans 
and newspaper! It helps the city to offset costs of the recycling program. 
 
Too much recycling for the blue bin?  Set extra recyclables in cardboard boxes, paper bags or 
plastic tubs next to the bin.  
 
Two much trash for two bags? Purchase trash tags for the extra bags at Westlake Hardware or 
Price Chopper 
 
The city had planned to make recycling an every other week task. Due to homeowner feedback,  input 
from neighborhoods such as ours, and a new contract with Town and Country Disposal service, they 
now worked out a way to maintain and even improve the same level of service.  

The only negative change in the program is that we all need to purchase replacement blue bins as 
needed; but most people think that more than offsets the inconvenience weôd have suffered if 
recyclables were only picked up twice a month. 



Easter Egg Hunt  
 

Well, thank goodness the third time was the charm. 
Our Easter Egg Hunt got rained or snowed out 
twice, but the Saturday before Easter finally was a 
lucky day, and nice and warm too.  
 
About 75 kids came to Hale Cook School to hunt 
for eggs and enjoy some homemade cookies, 
drinks and snacks. Parents and grandparents 
chased the kids around, and took lots of pictures of 
them hunting for eggs or playing on the swings and 
slides afterwards. 
 
The Easter Bunny who was played by Kaitlin Fiola 
this year was also on hand to visit with the kids and 
pose for pictures. 
 
Thank you, Kaitlin and to Jennifer Moore who 
organized the event, and her assistant, Leah 
Anderson whose family made the delicious 
cookies. 
 
We appreciate all our volunteers who help us plan 
and put on these events.  

 

Budget Woes ?  
 

It seems like weôre all having trouble stretching the 
dollars to cover everything right now. If you have 
tips to share, send them along and weôll send them 
to everyone. Here are some great ones from Board 
Member, Jonathan Klem.  
 
¶ Make sure your credit bureau reports are accurate, so that 

when it comes time to borrow money, you can get the 
best possible terms.  Under the Fair Credit Reporting Act 
(FCRA), we are all able to view our personal credit reports 
once per year at no charge and no obligation.  To do that, 
see www.annualcreditreport.com, not freecreditreport.com 
(a paid service).  Disputes of inaccurate information can 
also be reported online through this clearinghouse. 

 

¶ Clip coupons, and buy food and household necessities 

when there is also a sale price at the store.  Then you get 
both discounts (store and manufacturer) simultaneously. 

 

¶ Drive less.  We are fortunate to live near lots of the 

services we need every day, so we can save gas, enjoy 
the nice weather, and get a little exercise all at the same 
time by walking.  In addition, the MAX bus is a great value 
if you want to take advantage of a free family activity 
(Kaleidoscope, Crown Center Exhibits, Federal Reserve 
Money Museum, Central Library are examples).  Kids ride 
free up to a certain age. 

 
 

Security Service  
 

Despite quite a few neighbors who were interested 
in adding private security to the neighborhood, 
many more of you either were unsure of its 
effectiveness or didnôt feel you could afford it at this 
time. Weôre sorry to be unable to provide statistical 
data of any kind which many of you requested,  but 
unfortunately those who have added this service 
didnôt keep records. They just got to a point where 
they felt it was necessary to add it, and have kept it 
ever since because they saw the benefit. 
 
We are very grateful to all those who responded 
both ñyesò and ñnoò and who gave feedback about 
security and safety issues in the neighborhood. We 
all still need to be vigilant and take precautions. 
We had a report this weekend about a personôs car 
that was broken into because the holder for the 
GPS system was visible in the car, though the GPS 
was not. Unfortunately, when they broke in, they 
found the GPS in the glove box along with another 
electronic item which they also stole. 
 
If youôre considering one and can buy the type that 
attaches with suction and doesnôt leave a ring, that 
might be best. Consult the pros. They know. 

Neighborhood Block Meetings  

As part of the Neighborhood Watch program 
which helps neighbors learn  more effective 
ways to fight crime, weôre beginning meetings 
each for a small part of the neighborhood 
representing 1 - 2 blocks.  

There are two on the 17th of May, which is a 
Sunday. The first is at 2 pm for the 7100 and 
7200 blocks of Summit being hosted by Jamie 
Walker at 7139 Summit.   

The second is for the 7200 block of West 72nd 
St. being hosted by Frank & Barbara Haar at 
1268 W. 72nd. St. at 3 pm. 

If you live on one of those blocks, youôre invited 
to attend if you havenôt been contacted already. 

If youôd like to host a daytime 
weekend or evening weekday 
meeting for neighbors on your 
block and get more information 
and meet more people, contact 
Frank Haar at 444-3954 or at 
fhaar@kc.rr.com. 



Kaitlin Fiola as the WPHA Easter Bunny 
passing out candy to young friends who 
came for treats and fun in the sun. 

Easter Egg Hunt 2009 
Hale Cook School 
Third timeôs a charm! 

The day we held the Easter Egg Hunt was 
so warm and sunny, the kids came in short 
sleeves, shorts and even sundresses.  
It couldn't have been a more beautiful day. 
 
Thank you to Amy Lee North who provided 
these photos for the newsletter. 


